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Members Present: Councilor Lauterborn 
Councilor Hervey 
Councilor Hynes  
Councilor LaBranche  
Councilor Reed-Erickson 

Members Absent:  
 

Guests/Staff: Samantha Rodgerson, Economic Development Secretary 
Kenn Ortmann, Director Planning 
Elena Engle, Community Development Specialist 
Chris Bowlen, RAYS Director 
Anne May, RAYS Assistant Director 
Art Jacobs, Recreation Dept. Supervisor 
Jim Chamber, Rochester resident and disc golf player 
Rob Feeney, PDGA rep 
William Marshall, President of Bellamy Park Disc Golf 
Mike Provost, Rochester Main Street  

 

Councilor Lauterborn called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.  Motion was made by 
Councilor LaBranche and seconded by Councilor Hynes, minutes were approved 
unanimously.    
 

PRESENTATION – 
Disc Golf 

Mr. Chamber introduced himself, Rob Feeney, PDGA rep and William 
Marhsall, President of Bellamy Park Disc Golf.  He then showed the 
committee printed media examples of magazines and rules & regulations 
books based on disc golf.  He briefly described the game of disc golf and 
showed the example of a disc and the basket used for the game.  He 
explained that it follows the same rules as golf.  He briefly discussed the 
benefits such as; low impact sport that can be enjoyed by all skill and age 
levels.  It has a high benefit with a low maintenance cost that offers an 
economic benefit to the City.  It attracts players to the city for tournaments 
and events and can be played anytime and in any weather.  Mr. Chamber 
discussed the process if the City were to move forward.  They (volunteers) 
would create an advance level course.  It would take approximately 2-3 
months to order and receive the baskets and setup the course.  
Volunteers would build the necessary T-boxes (pads) and bridges over 
streams and setup the course.  There was some discussion about 
cleanup.  Volunteers would do a majority of the cleanup, however there 
might be times that they would need assistance from the City.  Mr. Bowlen 
stated that he had an amount of $5,000 in next year’s budget to go toward 
some of the equipment and materials needed to get started.  He stated 



that he would like to have a contract completed prior to the budget 
approval.  The committee was very receptive to the plan and thanked 
them for their time.  At this time the presentation was concluded.  Ms. May 
handed out the new Recreation Newsletter to the committee.  (See 
attached) 

DISCUSSION – 
Rochester Main 
Street update  

Mr. Provost started by informing the committee that several businesses 
have recently moved from Portsmouth to Rochester.  The Chef’s Table, 
Hobo’s Tattoo, Skeletone and Headliners.  He stated that there has been 
more business activity now than in his first 2 years here.  Mr. Provost then 
discussed the branding initiative and stated that the committee is now 
raising funds to proceed with a branding process and has met with 
various organizations.  He passed out a prototype of downtown restaurant 
listings (see attached) that could be used in welcome packages and by 
businesses in the City.  He said they are also looking into doing a 
browsing brochure to show downtown shopping opportunities.  Mr. 
Provost discussed events coming up like Rochester Pride Day and that 
the concentration would be on No Main Street and installing an archway 
over the Wyandotte walkway.  He briefly mentioned that the Codes & 
Ordinances committee would possibly be hearing a new panhandling 
ordinance.  There was some brief discussion about panhandling within the 
city.  He then wanted to extend his gratitude to DPW for their great job 
clearing the snow downtown over the Winter.  Mr. Provost then handed 
out a new brochure put together by Rochester Main Street that was being 
handed out to all downtown businesses that offered tips to businesses.  
(see attached)  He then went on to mention some events coming up such 
as; Greater Rochester Author’s Fair on April 27th at the Library.  Free 
Comic Book Day, May 4th.  Citizen’s Bank was sponsoring the Factory 
Court Concerts again to begin on June 28th and continue Fridays until 
August 30th.  The Blues Festival will be moved to the No. Main Street 
parking lot with traffic to be rerouted around River/Bridge streets.  He 
informed the committee that he would be having a person from Workplace 
Success working in downtown to help cleanup, etc.  Mr. Provost also 
informed the committee that he would be attending the National Main 
Street conference in New Orleans.   

DISCUSSION – 
CDBG 

Mr. Ortmann first explained that they would be looking for the committee’s 
recommendations tonight so that they could be posted tomorrow.  The 
timeline was discussed for the Public Hearing on April 2nd with the final 
vote to take place on April 16th.  Councilor Lauterborn indicated that they 
would give their preliminary recommendations since the Public Hearing 
had not occurred yet.  Ms. Engle handed out a letter received from HUD 
to state that all reporting was up to date and approved.  (see attached)  
Ms. Engle then handed out a packet of information (see attached).   
 
Public Services: Ms. Engle discussed the rating sheet that showed an 
overview of funding requests and the average score they received 
organized into the categories based on the Consolidated Plan.  She then 
discussed the funding considerations sheet.  She briefly explained the 
suggested funding options she used and asked the committee for their 
input.  There was some discussion about the third option which would 
fund the top averages at 2/3 of their request while funding agencies from 
all three categories (Basic Need/Safety Net/Investment).  Some brief 



discussion about the agencies took place.  Councilor Lauterborn 
discussed not funding at 2/3 across the board but funding each on an 
individual basis.  Councilor Lauterborn also was not comfortable funding 
an agency more than in previous years and opened this up for committee 
discussion.  After discussion it was recommended to fund: 
Homeless Shelter - $8,000 
Share Fund - $5,000 
My Friend’s Place - $4,405 
Crossroads House - $4,000 
 
Tri-City Coop - $2,500 
 
Dover Adult Learning - $3,300 
Project Pride - $3,300  
 
For a total funding of $30,505 overall based on the amount available with 
a 10% decrease in funding from the previous year.  Some discussion 
about how to handle a change in the final grant amount.  The committee 
recommended splitting any increase and giving to Dover Adult Learning 
and Project Pride equally.      
 
Projects:  Ms. Engle then discussed the items listed under the projects 
funding.  In the  
Economic Development category - NH SBDC with a recommended 
funding of $12,000.  The committee was supportive of this amount.  
Housing Rehab category  - Community Action Weatherization 
Program at a recommended funding of $50,000.  The committee was 
supportive of this amount.   
Facility/Infrastructure category with recommended projects and funding 
amounts of: 
Common Restroom -  $70,000 
Rochester Child Care Center fencing - $6,000 
Rochester Historic Society window/insulation - $18,000 
Catherine Street Sidewalk Project - $73,342 
 
She explained that some of the projects and amounts would be 
reallocated from previous or current years funding.  She then went over 
the breakdown provided of projects that would be using reallocated funds 
(see attached).  The committee was supportive of using prior years funds 
and cleaning up those accounts.   
 
City Funding for Public Service applicants:  Ms. Engle informed the 
committee that she obtained applications from the agencies that are 
normally funded from the general fund.  It was suggested that the City 
Manager might want the applications if the funding is presented out of his 
budget.  Mr. Ortmann stated, to the best of his knowledge, that 
applications had not been obtained in the past from these agencies and 
no reporting had been required.  He explained that as with CDBG funded 
agencies there are reporting requirements and suggested that the 
committee keep in mind if they would like reporting done for these 
agencies that would be some justification for city funds contributing 
towards Ms. Engle’s salary.  There was a motion by Councilor 



LaBranche and seconded by Councilor Hynes to recommend 
following up with reporting on these agencies.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  There was some final discussion as to what information to 
include in the Council packets.  The committee suggested that any items 
that were not included would be available in Ms. Engle’s office.  

DISCUSSION – 
Route 11 park 
access 

Mr. Ortmann stated that he forwarded the request for information to the 
Conservation Commission but had not heard anything yet.  Councilor 
Hynes stated that the City does not own the park, that it is owned by the 
State.  There was some discussion as to whether it could be gated and 
who would enforce.  There was some brief discussion about access.  
Councilor LaBranche suggested that the full Council may want to discuss 
if the City would want to own the land and that would be communicated at 
the Council meeting. 

DISCUSSION – 
various topics 

Councilor Hynes wanted to point out that the Authors Fair is a first for 
Rochester and that books are normally not allowed to be sold at the 
Library but that the trustees authorized it.  He stated that this could be a 
big event for Rochester.   
Councilor LaBranche stated that he has heard much less negative 
feedback about downtown recently and that there has been much more 
positive activity.   
Mr. Ortmann then showed the committee some before and after pictures 
of the Brochu Court NSP property and the house that had been an 
eyesore next door.  That house has now been completely fixed up by a 
private investor and is currently on the market.  He explained that this was 
exactly the hope of doing the project, to generate private investment in the 
area.    

DISCUSSION – 
agenda topics 

April 25th – at this time there were no topics for the meeting and unless 
there was anything referred, this meeting could potentially be canceled. 
May 23rd – Conservation Commission update. 

 
Motion to adjourn made by Councilor Reed-Erickson and seconded by Councilor Hynes.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:50pm.   
 
Next Meeting –April 25, 2013 (tentatively) in the Conference Room at City Hall 
Topics – TBD 
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