
The Way it used to be 



The Way it is Now 



Americans sense that something is wrong with the 

places where we live and work…We hear this 

unhappiness expressed in phrases like ‘no sense of 

place’ and ‘the loss of community’.  We drive up and 

down the gruesome, tragic suburban boulevards of 

commerce, and we’re overwhelmed at the fantastic, 

awesome, stupefying ugliness of absolutely everything 

in sight - the fry pits, the big box stores, the office units, 

the lube joints, the carpet warehouses, the parking 

lagoons, the jive plastic townhouse clusters, the uproar 

of signs, the highway itself clogged with cars – as 

though the whole thing had been designed by some 

diabolical force bent on making human beings 

miserable.” 

 

James Kunstler, The Geography of Nowhere 



The Way It Can Be Again 



“The Congress for the New Urbanism views disinvestment 

in central cities, the spread of placeless sprawl, increasing 

separation by race and income, environmental 

deterioration, loss of agricultural lands and wilderness, 

and the erosion of society’s built heritage as one 

interrelated community-building challenge… 
 

We advocate the restructuring of public policy and 

development practices to support the following principles:  

neighborhoods should be designed for the pedestrian and 

transit as well as the car;  cities and towns should be 

shaped by physically defined and universally accessible 

public spaces and community institutions;  urban places 

should be framed by architecture and landscape design 

that celebrate local history, climate, ecology, and building 

practice…” 
 

Preamble to the Charter of the New Urbanism 

 

 

 



TND vs. CSD 

Traditional Neighborhood Development Conventional Suburban Development 
Distinct center and edge   No particular form or pattern 
Interconnected street network with   Cul de sacs and collector roads 
     short blocks 
Pedestrian oriented and human scale Oriented to ease of movement for  
             automobile 
A mix of uses    Separation of uses 
A mix of housing types   Separation of housing types 
Moderate/high density   Low density 
Diversity     Homogeneity 
Vitality     Placidity  
Buildings oriented to the street  Buildings turning away from the   
             street  
Narrow local streets, wider “boulevards” Uniformly wide streets 
Large shade trees close to street  No trees near street for fear of  
              liability 
On street parallel or diagonal parking Off street parking lots fronting street 
Multi-modal including bikes and transit Oriented strictly for the automobile 
Concern for architecture, civic design, and  Concern with engineering, utility, and  
       beauty          cost cutting 
Public realm    Private realm 
Community    Isolation 
Neighborhood parks, greens, squares Large private lots 
Conservation of open space  Large private lots 
 

 



Street Walls 



No Sense of Rhythm (or Space) 



The Glory of Porches 



Taking in the View 

“The role of the street  

is social as well as 

 utilitarian.” 

Andres Duany 

 

“The desire for 

community is a 

constant of human 

nature.” 

Steven Price 

 



Picket Fences 



On Street Parking 



Skinny Streets 

“America's public 

spaces are sized by 

the biggest fire 

engine the 

community can 

afford to buy.” 

Andres Duany 

 

“A street is a 

spatial entity and 

not the residue 

between 

buildings.” 

Anonymous 

 



Tyranny of Garages 



Alleys 



Alley Layout 



Network of Streets 



Spaghetti Streets 

“The loss of a forest or a farm is 

justified only if it is replaced by a 

village. To replace them with a 

subdivision or a shopping center is 

not an even trade.”                      

Andres Duany 

 



Paths 



Parks 



Park Locations 



Transect 



   <Rural to Urban> 
MORE OF THIS                 <less density – more density>                  MORE OF THIS 

                                        <private realm – public realm> 

                                      <residential use – mixed use> 

                                     <small buildings – large buildings> 

                               <detached buildings – attached buildings> 

                              <articulated massing – simple massing> 

                                 <wooden buildings – masonry buildings> 

                                         <pitched roofs – flat roofs> 

                                <yards and porches – stoops and shopfronts> 

                                       <deep setbacks – shallow setbacks> 

                                  <rotated frontages – aligned frontages> 

                                   <small yard signs – building mounted signage 

                                    <roads and lanes – streets and alleys> 

                         <high L.O.S. standards  – low L.O.S. standards> 

                                          <open swales – raised curbs> 

                                         <narrow paths – wide sidewalks> 

                                           <greenspace – hardscape> 

                                 <parks and greens – squares and plazas> 

                    <deep buffers along rivers – formal riverwalks> 

                                          <evening sky – bright lights> 
                                          

 What else?  type of drink, dog, music, sport, politics, hairstyle, CLOTHING… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Well Executed Traditional Architecture 



Poorly Executed “Traditional Architecture” 



Modernism at Prospect 



Mixed Uses 

“We must not 

build housing, we 

must build 

communities.” 

Mike Burton 

 



Mixed Use - Streets 



Housing 



Downtown 



Downtown Layout 



Terminating the Vista 



Focal Points 



Poundbury 



Walking 

Some comments from 3rd graders lobbying the 

Maryland State legislature to make walking the 

official state exercise. 

  

“Walking is good because it doesn’t pollute the 

population,” wrote Victor Bonilla 

  

“It gives weak people exercise and gets people 

strong and very healthy, because if people did 

not have exercise they will be humongous and 

very truly fat,” wrote Dakari Abraham. 
 



Walking 

“Some people walk to talk to each other.  Some 

people go walking to the store and buy ice 

cream,” wrote Dennis Navarrate 

  

“If you have a dog, you could take it for a walk 

and then people would like to pet it,” wrote 

Jenice Rubio. 

  

“You can walk with friends or by yourself.  Just 

put one foot in front of the other and you’ll get 

the hang of it,” wrote Emma Gorin. 



Have a Great Day! 


