        
         ROCHESTER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION



  MINUTES -    MAY 14, 2015

                4:00 P.M. –  CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS


       31 WAKEFIELD STREET, ROCHESTER, NH
MEMBERS PRESENT -  


MEMBERS ABSENT -

Rick Lundborn, Chairman


Mark Hourihane
Susan DeRoy,  Co-Chairman 


Jonathan Shapleigh





Kevin Ryan
Ron Poulin




John Larochelle

Kris Ebbeson




Janet Davis, Secretary

Karen Pollard, CEcD, EDP
Jennifer Marsh, E.D. Specialist

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE – Michael Provost – Director, Rochester Main Street

John Tabor, & Liz Markhlevskaya, Seacoast Media Group

A.
CALL TO ORDER – Co-Chairman Susan DeRoy called the meeting to order at

 4:07 PM.  Attendance was taken.
B.
APPROVAL – March 12, 2015 Regular Meeting & Special Minutes from e-mail

vote -  Motion made by Kevin Ryan, second by John Larochelle to approve 


the amended minutes of the Regular 3/12 meeting indicating Kris Ebbeson was  


not present and Christine DeAngelis was present as a guest.   Motion carried.
C.
DISCUSSION – Rochester in the News -  Special Guest John Tabor & Liz

Markhlevskaya , Seacoast Media Group –

Liz Markhlevskaya has been named Editor of the Rochester Times.   Concerns 


about press coverage were discussed.  Susan brought up that there was an 


abundance of negative press on Rochester, and  Ron Poulin  gave an example of


what was considered negative.   Karen mentioned that part of her position is to


recruit volunteers for boards and if the media is negative, it affects her ability to


accomplish that goal.  She did bring up that the article on the recent Clean Up


day was positive.   Kris Ebbeson expressed her concerns with the lack of press 

coverage.   She hired someone to prepare a press release on why she selected


Main Street in Rochester for her business and sent it to John Nolan.  Various
 
positive items were not included when it was released.   The City lost a dedicated

volunteer due to an editorial – he resigned.   The Chamber of Commerce,

Rochester Main Street & the REDC are working together and reaching out to

other organizations.

Mr. Tabor brought up many positive features on Rochester.  They invested in


this area because they are convinced all will work out well and believes that over


time we will see less negativity.  If anyone hires someone to write a press 


release, it will go in verbatim.  Comments were made that written articles


are not included.  He stated that they will work on publishing everything

they can, and do their best to be relevant.   Fosters has more Rochester


subscribers than Dover.  Jennifer Marsh stated that Liz has been 


excellent at responding to the Round Table meetings.   Mr. Tabor asked


what would make Rochester happy.  Rick Lundborn brought up focusing

on the best parts of the City would be positive.  Various areas were


discussed.   John Tabor was thanked for attending our meeting.
D.
DISCUSSION -  Hotel Conference Center Feasibility Study –

Karen Pollard informed the commissioners that the bid was awarded to


Pompan Hospitality Group, PA.  They will be visiting us on June 9th,


10th and 11th.  We will be providing them with data and they will be


collecting their own.  They need 10 acres minimum.  The Thompson 

Center Arms site is 13 ½ acres.  They require visibility from the highway.

E.
DISCUSSION – Rochester Fairgrounds Activity -

Following the REDC/Rochester Fairgrounds Board Retreat of April 9, 2015,

the Fairgrounds board have decided they would like to proceed in applying for


CDBG funding.   Karen asked for a volunteer to work on this and take a look


at feasibility studies as well as other types of grant money.  Susan DeRoy


has agreed to assist her.  Karen believes the study is the most important

to address.   Once the application is written, a meeting will be scheduled


with REDC and the Fairgrounds board.  Various possibilities for the


Fairgrounds were discussed.   

F.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION -  None required

G.
ADJOURN -  Motion made at 5:40 PM by Chairman Lundborn to adjourn, 

second by John Larochelle – motion carried.  

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD ON JUNE 11, 2015 AT 4:00 PM – 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 31 WAKEFIELD STREET, ROCHESTER, NH
    

