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Community Development Block Grant Program

What is it?
The Community Development Bloc k Grant p rogram [CDBG]
is the nation’s eighth la rgest federa l domestic p rogram tha t
p rovides fund ing for a w ide va riety of ac tivities in over a
thousand c ommunities ac ross the c ountry.  Sinc e 1974 CDBG
fund ing has bee n the means through whic h c omm unities
have bee n ab le to p rovide servic es and fac ilities to benefit
low and modera te-inc ome persons and families tha t would
otherw ise be unab le to acc ess suc h supp ort.

For thirty yea rs the CDBG p rog ram has bee n p rovid ing a
c ritica l revenue sourc e tha t opens the doo r for assisting City
residents through p rograms and p rojec ts tha t a re beyond
the City budget by p rovid ing sa fe, d ec ent and sanita ry
housing , suitab le living environments and nec essa ry pub lic
servic es.

How does Rochester benefit?
The City of Roc hester is an “ entitlement” City tha t, by virtue
of this designa tion, rec eives CDBG fund ing eac h yea r.  As an
entitlement c omm unity the City has rec eived over $8 million
dolla rs over the life of this highly succ essful p rogram and has
leveraged millions of add itiona l dolla rs from the p riva te and
pub lic sec tor making p rec ious CDBG dolla rs stretc h even
further.  Ten yea rs ago, Roc hester rec eived nea rly $400,000
dolla rs eac h yea r.  Unfortuna tely, b udget c uts and
rep rioritiza tion a t t he federa l level have signific antly
d iminished this orig ina l entitlement from the e a rly p rogram
years.  In FY 05, Roc hester is sla ted to rec eive $349,000.  While
signific antly less than in the past, CDBG rema ins a vita l
c omponent of the pa rtnership b etwee n our City budget and
servic es, and those p rovided by our skilled non-p rofit
pa rtners.

Whether it’ s the rehab ilita tion of housing units, p rograms to
spur ec onomic development, p ub lic servic es tha t serve our
c omm unity or c onstruc tion p rojec ts tha t improve our stree ts,
sidewa lks, pub lic build ings and neighborhoo d pa rks, CDBG
fund ing has had a fa r reac hing effec t in supp orting the
growing and c hang ing nee ds of our City.

What would happ en if this funding were c ut?
A “ CDBG Acc omp lishment Impac t Study” was c onduc ted in
Februa ry of 2005 to highlight how CDBG fund ing d irec tly
benefited the City during fisc a l yea r 03-04.
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How did Rochester spend its entitlement funding
during fiscal year 2003-2004?
The City of Roc hester rec eived an entitlement of
$376,000 for p rograms during FY 2004.  Those funds
were c ompetitively awarded and d istributed for a
wide variety of p rojec ts and p rograms benefiting low
and modera te inc ome residents, inc lud ing :

Street and Sidewalk Restoration:  $275,000
ƒ Map le/ Wa ld ron St., Chestnut Hill Rd , Highland

St., and p lanning for Washington St.
improvements

Public Fac ilities Improvements:  $38,363.
ƒ Playground equipment and sa fety surfac ing a t

Roc hester Child Care Center
ƒ ADA improvements a t the Homeless Center for

Stra fford County

Housing:  $108,596
ƒ 50-50 matc h with sta te wea theriza tion funds for

energy c onserva tion improvements to
households rec eiving fuel assistanc e

ƒ One time e mergenc y grants and no interest
loans for c omprehensive housing rehab ilita tion
work

Public Service s:  $55,490
Programs that provide a wide variety of service s to
low-inco me residents:

ƒ GED/ Job Read iness for 17-21 year olds
ƒ Three area homeless shelters
ƒ Supp lementa l foo d for seniors and WIC

rec ip ients
ƒ Sec urity deposits for homeless, peop le with

menta l illness
ƒ Crisis supp ort for vic tims of sexua l assault and

domestic violenc e
ƒ Supportive servic es for persons living with

AIDS/ HIV

ƒ 

Eco nomic Development:  $85,760
ƒ Sma ll Business Development Center
ƒ Loans to Bee ’s Day Care and First Star

Manufac turing
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